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SUBJ: KOMOTO MIDDLE EAST VISIT: POLITICAL ASPECTS 

REF: TOKYO 1033 

SUMMARY: DURING KOMOTO VISITS, ARABS GENERALLY 
EXPRESSED SATISPACTION WITH JAPANESE POSITION ON ARAB- 
ISRAELI QUESTION, BUT REQUESTED MORE CLEARLY DEPINED 
SUPPORT. DISCUSSIONS WERE ABSTRACT IN NATURE AND 
MODERATE IN TONE. ARABS ALSO AGREED TO COOPERATE 
AT CIEC. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PONOPF MIDEAST AND AFRICA BUREAU DEP DIRGEN 
MURATA GAVE EMBOPP POLLOWING RUNDOWN OP POLITICAL 
CONVERSATIONS WHICH OCCURED DURING RECENT VISIT TO 
MIDDLE EAST OF MITI MINISTER KOMOTO: 

2. IRAN - KOMOTO MET WITH BOTH THE SHAH AND THE 
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POREIGN MINISTER BUT TALKED ECONOMICS THE WHOLE 
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TIME. THERE WAS VIRTUALLY NO POLITICAL SUBSTANCE 
IN THEIR TALKS, NOT EVEN ON BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

3. IRAQ - IRAQI EONMIN TOLD KOMOTO THAT WHILE HE 
REALIZED GO! POSITION NOT IDENTICAL TO IRAQ'S ON 
ARAB-ISRAELI CONELICT, ON WHOLE HE SAW JAPAN MOVING 
IN DIRECTION OF ARABS. MAINTAINING AN ABSTRACT AND 
MODERATE TONE, HE ASKED KOMOTO EOR MORE SUPPORT EOR 
ARAB CAUSE. IRAQI EONMIN AGREED WITH KOMOTO THAT 
CIEC VITALLY IMPORTANT TO WORLD PEACE AND THAT IRAQ 
WILLING TO PLAY CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE. IRAQI FONMIN 

SAID THAT HE SUSPECTS MOTIVES OE US, AND IS NOT 
SURE AMERICANS AS CONSTRUCTIVE AS THEY SAY THEY ARE. 

4. EGYPT - EONMIN EAHMY TOLD KOMOTO EGYPT SINCERE 
IN PURSUING COURSE OE NEGOTIATION BECAUSE OF SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC NEEDS. HE ASKED SUPPORT OF FRIENDLY 
COUNTRIES INCLUDING JAPAN EOR NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. 

EAHMY REGRETTED TO SAY THAT RECENTLY JAPAN HAD "CONTINUOUSLY ' 

ABSTAINED EROM MAJOR VOTES IN UN ON MIDDLE EAST ISSUES 

AND REQUESTED MORE CLEAR-CUT SUPPORT EOR ARAB POSITIONS 

EORM GOJ. KOMOTO REPLIED THAT HE WOULD TRANSMIT 

EAHMY'S MESSAGE. KOMOTO TOLD EGYPTIAN EONMIN THAT 

HE HAPPY EGYPT IS MEMBER OE CIEC. EAHMY REPLIED 

THAT EGYPT WOULD WORK TOGETHER WITH OTHER COUNTRIES 

TO ACHIEVE POSITIVE RESULT. 

5. SAUDI ARABIA - PRINCE EAHD PROVIDED KOMOTO WITH 
15-MINUTE MONOLOGUE ON ISRAELI- ARAB CONELICT. BOTH 

HE AND SAG CLEARLY UNDERSTAND GOJ POSITION CONCERNING 
MIDEAST PROBLEM, AS EXPLAINED BY PRIME MINISTER MIKI 
WHEN HE MET EAHD IN 1973. FAHD WANTED TO STRESS 
AGAIN THAT CORE OE PROBLEM REMAINS HOW TO DEAL WITH 
DESTINY OE PALESTINIAN ARABS. RESTORATION OE 
LEGITIMATE PALESTINIAN RIGHTS IS PRINCIPLE NO COUNTRY 
CAN DENY, BUT PRACTICAL SOLUTION PROVING ELUSIVE. 

USSR IS OCCUPYING TERRITORY THAT BELONGS TO JAPAN, 

A SITUATION QUITE SIMILAR TO THAT IN WHICH PALESTINIANS 
EIND THEMSELVES. EAHD SAID HE WOULD EXPECT JAPAN 
TO BASE ITS POSITION ON REALIZATION OE LEGITIMATE 
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RIGHTS OE THE PALESTINIANS, AND COMMENTED THAT 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD TAKE A LONG TIME AND WOULD BE 
COMPLICATED. 

6. EAHD TOLD KOMOTO THAT SAG DID NOT INTEND TO 
THREATEN THE EXISTENCE OE ISRAEL. ISRAEL, EOR ITS 
PART, HINDERED FROM TAKING INITIATIVES BY FEAR THAT 
ANY CONCESSIONS TO ARABS WOULD BE INTERPRETED AS SIGN 
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OF WEAKNESS. THIS EEAR EXPLAINS CURRENT STAGNATION 
IN NEGOTIATIONS. EAHD SAID HE WAS LOOKING FOR WAYS 
TO PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING AND REDUCE ISRAELI FEARS. 

IN THE MEANTIME JAPAN SHOULD SUPPORT ARAB CAUSE MORE 
CLEARLY, TAKING STRONGER LEAD IN INTERNATIONAL ARENA 
SO THAT OTHER COUNTRIES COULD FOLLOW. HE IMPLIED THAT 
LEAD SHOULD BE TAKEN AT UN SECURITY COUNCIL. KOMOTO 
SAID HE WOULD CONVEY EAHD'S MESSAGE. 

7. TURNING TO CIEC, FAHD STRESSED THAT MANY OIL 
PRODUCERS ARE MEMBERS OF THE FREE WORLD, WHICH SAG 
REGARDS AS BIG FAMILY. SAG DOES NOT INTEND TO WEAKEN 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, AN ACT THAT WOULD LEAD TO SAUDIS 
SELF-DESTRUCTION. MURATA SAID THAT HE WAS STRUCK BY 
FAHD'S MODERATE AND CONCILIATORY TONE. 

8. KOMOTO DID EXTREMELY WELL ON HIS VISIT, MURATA 
COMMENTED. AN UNUSUAL JAPANESE, HE WENT STRAIGHT TO 
THE POINT AFTER ONLY MINIMAL PRELIMINARIES. THIS 
IMPRESSED THE ARABS, MURATA CONCLUDED. 

HODGSON 
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